“Support women to save babies”

Petition to the Chief Minister of ….

Submitted through the MLA/District Collector of…………. 

During the World Breastfeeding Week 2007, on 1st August 2007. 

Observing the global theme of this year’s World Breastfeeding Week,” Breastfeeding: The First Hour: Save One Million Babies”;

Noting that if ALL women are supported to begin breastfeeding within one hour of birth, it can save 22% of all newborn deaths, which amounts to nearly 250,000 for our country;

Noting that exclusive breastfeeding for the fist six months is the single most effective intervention for child survival and human development, the breastfed children have lower mean blood pressure and total cholesterol, higher performance in intelligence tests, lower obesity and type-2 diabetes in the older age.
Concerned, that according to the NFHS -3, only …% women of the state of ……… and 23% women across India are reported to begin breastfeeding within an hour; and only 46% women exclusive breastfeed during first 6 months;

Considering that if women are supported at the time of birth by a skilled health care provider and educated about the benefits and techniques of early and exclusive breastfeeding, it is possible to enhance these practices and save thousands of  babies;

We the citizens of………… District ……… State……..appeal to the Chief Minister, Government of  ……. 

To make provisions of protecting, promoting and supporting breastfeeding women, during pregnancy, childbirth and later;  in their state policy and programmes, equally reflected in the budgets of child health and development and indicators of progress of human development,  and call upon to SUPPORT WOMEN TO SAVE BABIES
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