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Look What they are doing ?Look What they are doing ?

Capitalising on Covid-19 and blatant violations of the IMS 
Act and “manipulation by association”
1. Free distribution of baby milk powders such as infant 

form la foods for o ng childrenformula, foods for young children…
2. Spreading misinformation to public 
3 Sponsoring doctors/associations even for adult3. Sponsoring doctors/associations even for adult 

nutrition
4 Feeding bottle company has also joined the4. Feeding bottle company has also joined the 

bandwagon. 
Credit goes to Vigilant friends all over India.
Here are several examples of various companies playing 
in India……. 



Nestle exploits Covid 19Nestle exploits Covid 19……..connivance ..connivance 
ith NGO P li Ad iith NGO P li Ad iwith NGOs, Police, Admin..with NGOs, Police, Admin..



Government Officer distributing Government Officer distributing 
“Cerelac”(Nestle) in Chandigarh“Cerelac”(Nestle) in Chandigarh“Cerelac”(Nestle) in Chandigarh. “Cerelac”(Nestle) in Chandigarh. 



“Lactogen” free distribution Kalamandir“Lactogen” free distribution Kalamandir--
CCAF JamshedpurCCAF Jamshedpur JharkhandJharkhandCCAF Jamshedpur, CCAF Jamshedpur, JharkhandJharkhand

29 April 2020 



“Lactogen” free distribution in Jalpaiguri (West “Lactogen” free distribution in Jalpaiguri (West 
Bengal) by Prasary Foundation with Nagrakata Bengal) by Prasary Foundation with Nagrakata 
police stationpolice station



Hiding behind..Nestle Nutrition Institute



Nestle confusing parents and 
bypass law …..so clever.. And government 
looks the other way   



Nestle Again….Nestle Again….….



“Amulspray” “Amulspray” ……AMULAMUL--why would it be why would it be 
l ft b hi d !l ft b hi d !left behind ! left behind ! 

Delhi April 2020



DANONE sponsors FOGSI WebinarDANONE sponsors FOGSI WebinarDANONE sponsors FOGSI WebinarDANONE sponsors FOGSI Webinar



DANONE reaches out to mothers !DANONE reaches out to mothers !DANONE reaches out to mothers !DANONE reaches out to mothers !



2020:  DANONE EXPLOITING THE PANDEMIC 
THROUGH EXPERT ADVICE

Danone (the world’s second biggest baby food manufacturer) sets up 
an “expert advice” YouTube channel for Indian mothers. p



ABBOTT Infiltrating communities of doctors



ABBOT’s association with doctorsABBOT’s association with doctorsABBOT s association with doctors ABBOT s association with doctors 



Abbott’s association with doctors Abbott’s association with doctors 



Medela selling bottles on discount !Medela selling bottles on discount !Medela selling bottles on discount !Medela selling bottles on discount !



AndAnd…….association with influencers.association with influencersAndAnd…….association with influencers.association with influencers



Lessons and recommendationsLessons and recommendations

 Widespread exploitation of COVID-19 is evident.
 Attracts provisions of IMS Act and its Rules
 Partnership with health workers continues
 Conflicts of interest prevails
 Promotion of BMS especially sponsorship is aggressive and 

contributes to increased sales of BMS and thus theircontributes to increased sales of BMS and thus their 
consumption. This is a Commercial Determinant of Health 
(CDoH).

 Civil Society vigilance helps to check it.
 Professional and associations should follow legal and ethical 

principles….OR stand the test of scrutiny !p p y
 Governments should get serious in effective enforcement of IMS 

Act.



Know ThisKnow This…………so simple ! so simple ! Thank you !!Thank you !!pp yy


