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BPNI

From: bpni-staff@googlegroups.com on behalf of Arun Gupta [arun.ibfan@gmail.com]
Sent: 19 June 2020 15:41
To: Dr Harshvardhan; Dr Harshvardhan
Cc: Preeti Sudan Secretary HFW GOI; Chattisgarh Dr.Subhash Pandey DD(CH); Manisha 

Panwar; Shipra Roy; Dr JH Panwal; DR. PV Ramesh; Amit Mohan Prasad; Deepika 
Shrivastava; Kumkum Marwaha; Dr Amarjit Singh; Secretary WCD; Archana Srivastava; Shri 
Gazzanfer Hussain, Secretary (Health & Medical Education); Shri Sanjeeva Kumar, Principal 
Secretary (Health & FW); Shri Anil Mukim, Principal Secretary (Health & Family Welfare); 
Smt. Indra Mallo, Secretary Health & Family Welfare; Shri Praveer Krishan, Principal 
Secretary (Health & FW); Shri Deepak Upreti, Principal Secretary (Health & FW); Shri Suresh 
Chanda, Principal Secretary; Shri Vinay Kumar, Joint Secretary (E&SA), MHA; Shri N. 
Sivasailam, Principal Secretary (H&FW); Shri Arvind Kumar, Principal Secretary (Health & 
FW); Shri Y. Tsering, Principal Secretary (Health & Family Welfare); Shri Deepak Kumar, 
Principal Secretary (Health & FW), Department of Health; Shri. Minhaj Alam, Mission Director 
(NHM),Kerala; Shri Atul Kumar Tiwari, Mission Director (NHM), Karnataka; Shri Hussan Lal, 
MD (NHM) Punjab; MD NHM Haryana; Shri Sandeep Kumar, Development Commissioner, 
Secretary Health & Family Welfare; Shri Amit Kumar Ghosh, MD (NHM), Uttar Pradesh; Smt. 
Rupa Mishra, MD (NHM), Odisha; Shri Praveen Kishore, Director (ICDS) Department of 
Social Welfare, Government of Bihar; Shri Anand Kishor, Mission Director (NHM), State 
Health Society, Bihar; Shri Faiz Ahmed Kidwai, Mission Director (NHM) , Madhya Pradesh; 
Smt. I. A. Kundan, Commissioner (Family Welfare) & Mission Director (NHM) Maharashtra; 
Shri M. R. Synrem, Mission Director (NHM) & Commissioner (Health), Meghalaya; Shri P.M. 
Basheer Ahmed, Principal Secretary Dept. of Social Welfare & Nutrition Meal Prog., 
Government of Tamil Nadu; Shri Jai Prakash Gupta, Commissioner & Secretary Mission 
Director (NHM), Gujarat; Shri Naveen Jain, Mission Director (NHM) Directorate of Medical 
and Health Services, Rajasthan; Ravish Sharma; Dr. Shrikar Pardeshi; Debashree 
Mukherjee; ICMR Director General; Anuradha Thakur; Dr Mangla Sood; JN Kansotiya; Dr 
Rajiv Kumar; Alok Kumar; Ratan Watal; secyhlt.pon@nic.in; acspubhealth@gmail.com; lk-
Coll@nic.in; cohealth@gujarat.gov.in; cs@maharashtra.gov.in; cs-maharashtra@nic.in; cs-
bihar@nic.in; cs-assam@nic.in; cs-arunachal@nic.in; cs@ap.gov.in; cs-westbengal@nic.in; 
cs-goa@nic.in; cs-hp@nic.in; cs-jandk@nic.in; cs-jharkhand@nic.in; cs-manipur@nic.in; cs-
mizoram@nic.in; cs-tripura@nic.in; cs-skm@hub.nic.in; cs@hry.nic.in; cs-uttaranchal@nic.in;
cs@karnataka.gov.in; cs-andaman@nic.in; cs.pon@nic.in; Vinod Paul; D. Bairagi; Pawan 
Aggarwal; dineshbaswal2020; Anuj Tiwari; Milind Torawane; Policy Plan Div NDMA; Dr. Ved 
Prakash; CHILD HEALTH MOH; PK Sinha; Dr. Hemalatha R; Dr Sajan S Yadav; Sh 
Sanjeeva Kumar; Teja Ram; Manohar Agnani

Subject: { BPNI Staff } Action to Stop Exploitation of Covid-19 by the Baby food and Feeding bottle 
companies

Attachments: Arun Gupta Covid Exploitation Webinar 19 June-.pdf

Dear Dr Harshvardhan, 

India enacted the “Infant Milk Substitutes, Feeding Bottles and Infant Foods (Regulation of 
Production, Supply & Distribution) Act 1992, and Amendment Act 2003” (IMS Act) which came into 
force in August 1993. An offence committed under the law is cognizable.  

The Government of India notified “Breastfeeding Promotion Network of India (BPNI)”wide No G.S.R. 
540 (E), dated the 27th June 1994, to monitor the compliance with the above Act.Today, BPNI 
 organised a webinar on COVID- 19 and Breastfeeding attended by more than 450 persons from all 
over India, in collaboration with WHO, UNICEF, and experts from India and abroad. One of the topics 
was how the baby food industry is exploiting the Covid -19. Attached my presentation made today.  
I want to draw your attention to the fact that baby food and feeding bottle companies are out there 
exploiting and capitalising on COVID-19 situation in India and aggressively marketing their products 
and blatantly violating the central law  India enacted in 1992 and 2003. Several sections of the  IMS 
Act are blatantly violated. Please spend 10 minutes looking at the examples in the PPT. 
Many companies are involved shamelessly pursuing their profits in the name of charity.      

I am sure you are aware of the negative impact of such marketing on infants' and mothers' health. Do we know, How many 
babies and young children have died during Covid-19 , because we didn’t protect them against unethical and aggressive formula 
marketing? I guess we don’t know. 
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Government of India and governments of the States are to enforce the central law enacted to protect the health of infants.  

BPNI requests your utmost attention, to urgently to initiate concrete action to STOP this exploitation, by taking at least these 4 
actions:  

1. Set up a committee to have these violations examined and initiate action urgently.
2. Meanwhile, direct MOH GOI and States to immediately stop such activity of free donations and sponsorship of health
workers and their associations in order to save babies during Covid-19 and later. 
3. Write to all professional associations to remind them of their role in implementing the IMS Act and refuse
sponsorships from baby food or feeding bottle companies. 
4. Plan of action to follow up the babies who received such free donations of formula, and identify hospitals where
formula is unnecessarily used. 
We look forward to a positive response, 
Sincerely, 
Dr. Arun Gupta MD FIAP 
Central Coordinator, BPNI https://www.bpni.org/ 



Dr. Arun Gupta, MD 
Breastfeeding Promotion network of India 

19 June 2020. 

Exploitation of Covid-19 
Pandemic by Baby Food or 

Feeding Companies 



Look What they are doing ? 

Capitalising on Covid-19 and blatant violations of the IMS 
Act and “manipulation by association” 
1.! Free distribution of baby milk powders such as infant 

formula, foods for young children… 
2.! Spreading misinformation to public  
3.! Sponsoring doctors/associations even for adult 

nutrition 
4.! Feeding bottle company has also joined the 

bandwagon.  
Credit goes to Vigilant friends all over India. 
Here are several examples of various companies playing 
in India…….  

 
 
 
 



Nestle exploits Covid 19…..connivance 
with NGOs, Police, Admin.. 



Government Officer distributing 
“Cerelac”(Nestle) in Chandigarh.  



“Lactogen” free distribution Kalamandir-
CCAF Jamshedpur, Jharkhand 

 29 April 2020  



“Lactogen” free distribution in Jalpaiguri (West 
Bengal) by Prasary Foundation with Nagrakata 
police station 



Hiding behind..Nestle Nutrition Institute 



Nestle confusing parents and  
bypass law …..so clever.. And government 
looks the other way    
 



Nestle Again….…. 



“Amulspray” …AMUL-why would it be left 
behind !  

Delhi April 2020 



DANONE sponsors FOGSI Webinar 



DANONE reaches out to mothers ! 



2020:  DANONE EXPLOITING THE PANDEMIC 
THROUGH EXPERT ADVICE 

Danone (the world’s second biggest baby food manufacturer) sets up an 
“expert advice” YouTube channel for Indian mothers.  
 



ABBOTT Infiltrating communities of doctors 



ABBOT’s association with doctors  



Abbott’s association with doctors  



Medela selling bottles on discount ! 



And….association with influencers 



Lessons and recommendations 

!! Widespread exploitation of COVID-19 is evident. 
!! Attracts provisions of IMS Act and its Rules 
!! Partnership with health workers continues 
!! Conflicts of interest prevails 
!! Promotion of BMS especially sponsorship is aggressive and 

contributes to increased sales of BMS and thus their 
consumption. This is a Commercial Determinant of Health 
(CDoH). 

!! Civil Society vigilance helps to check it. 
!! Professional and associations should follow legal and ethical 

principles….OR stand the test of scrutiny ! 
!! Governments should get serious in effective enforcement of IMS 

Act. 



Know This……so simple ! Thank you !! 




