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Summary Summary 

� The Code

� New developments that undermine breastfeeding-

“Breastfeeding substitutes”

� Focus on the case of “Neolacta Life Sciences Pvt. 

Ltd.” 

� How Neolacta undermines the law and exploitation 

of women to “extract” mothers milk and commodify.

� Conclusions and way forward. 



19-Feb-21

2

Credits toCredits to����
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1981: World Health Assembly adopts the 1981: World Health Assembly adopts the 

Code and 19 resolutions thereafterCode and 19 resolutions thereafter��

Devices-Pumps, nipple shields, 

pacifiers, and human milk bank-

trading of milk, human milk 

fortifiers (HMFs) made from 

mothers milk and other 

ingredients

Human milk banks and 

breastfeeding substitutes
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PumpsPumps-- what is currently known?what is currently known?

� Market : USD 540 million in 2015 and is projected to grow 

by 6.6% to reach USD 829 million by 2022.

� Aggressive marketing breaks a relationship of 

“breastfeeding” ( Milk is seen as a product)

� Policy prioritises on ‘pumps’ than ‘maternity leave’ or 

benefits, choices.

� Moms get information from companies for their decisions, 

which may not be full, accurate, and scientific, and risks are 

not even discussed. 

� Impact on environment is a missing piece. 

�

HMB and Case Study Neolacta
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Human milk banks and shifting to Human milk banks and shifting to 

substitutessubstitutes

� Brazil’s success story to link it with national breastfeeding strategy paid off.

� India – plenty of examples are there to use mother’s own milk, bank and use. 

India had first in 1989, now about 20 HMBs. Guidelines are developed. 

� Basic principle and understanding existed for public funding and donor milk to 

be used based on ‘need’(pre term/LBW babies in the hospitals) and Not to be 

commercially sold, 

� Commercial human milk chains are up. “Breastfeeding substitutes” evolved  : 

Used breastfeeding’s value to be added to sell the same products @that 

undermined breastfeeding, violated the Code, and exploited women. 

� Used similar tactics that of BMS industry-undermining women’s confidence and 

using HCPs.

� First for profit came up in 2016-NEOLACTA 

� In US Prolacta

MediaMedia
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Neolacta Neolacta lifescienceslifesciences��claimsclaims

� Registered as “Dairy Product” Output No.0121=Raw milk

� Human milk based milk products

� Sold to any end user

� Claims Add Value- Based on real human milk, donors are 

tested, more proteins and calories for needed pre term 

babies as per WHO, follow IAP guidelines, licensed by Food 

Safety Authority of India

� Aggressively marketed on social media 

� Sponsors meetings and awards to HCPs 

� Terribly expensive costs INR 30 per ml. and 110 /ml for 

HMF.

 
 

 

Annex -1 
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NORM(NORM(NeoLacta Ongoing Recognition of 

Merit

Action taken 2019 invoked the Indian lawAction taken 2019 invoked the Indian law



19-Feb-21

8

NNF did write to its members and branchesNNF did write to its members and branches

TruthTruth��June 2020June 2020
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National Guidelines for Lactation National Guidelines for Lactation 

Management Management CentresCentres

Issues Issues 

� Safety and adulteration with Cows milk( 10% in a 

US Study)

� Conflicts of interests if HMB ties up with pump 

company

� Risk of commercialization and trading of human 

milk –can it lead to trafficking of women?  

� Breastmilk bought by adult men.

� Safeguards ? 
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Conclusions and way forward

Neolacta Neolacta -- evidence of wrong doingevidence of wrong doing

� Commodification of human milk

� Exploitation of women in poverty.(Paid cash/gifts

� Use of ‘Gift of life’ from other women

� Life saving for pre-term babies as it is human milk

� Using same tactics as Nestle used decades back, 

with a little difference: Nestle used “not enough 

milk” and Neolacta uses “in excess of breastmilk”, 

both reached out to HCPs for legitimacy
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Trafficking Human organTrafficking Human organ

There is potential risk of trafficking poor women 

if continued as it is

Current level of support to breastfeedingCurrent level of support to breastfeeding

� Global World Breastfeeding Trends Initiative( 

WBTi) shows inadequate support. 
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Way forwardWay forward

� Brazilian model embedded in a national strategy that increased 

breastfeeding rates.

� Protection, promotion and support to breastfeeding is the key 

investment for governments to make, and move beyond lip service, e.g. 

maternity leave, economic incentives to women, BFHI, Code 

implementation ..

� Control the expansion of BF Substitute industry and trafficking of human 

biological fluid.

� Regulation is necessary on the breastfeeding substitute industry that 

prevents exploitation, commodification.  ( International Code for 

Marketing of Breastfeeding Substitutes) 

21 May 2021@and every year 

International Baby Food Action 

Network(IBFAN) is Calling for 

“Breastfeeding Protection Day”

Thank you !


