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BPNI/IMS Act/2026/46        February 24, 2026 
 
To, 
The Assistant Commissioner of Police 
J 3, opposite the Thiru VI Ka Industrial Estate,  
near the Thiru VI Ka Industrial Estate Bus Stop,  
Guindy, Chennai-600032, Tamil Nadu.  
 
Subject: Complaint Regarding Suspected Violation of the IMS Act, 1992 (as amended in 2003) by 

Abbott India Ltd. in CME Organized in Chennai 

 

Respected Sir/Madam, 

 

The Breastfeeding Promotion Network of India (BPNI) https://www.bpni.org/ is a 34-year-old non-profit 

organization that works for protection, promotion and support of breastfeeding in India. BPNI works on 

policy analysis, skill training of health workers, and monitoring the compliance with the Infant Milk 

Substitutes Feeding Bottles, and Infant Foods (Regulation of Production, Supply and Distribution) Act 

1992, and Amendment Act 2003 (IMS Act). India enacted the IMS Act, which came into force in 

August 1993. An offence committed under this law is cognizable. The Government of India notified 

“Breastfeeding Promotion Network of India (BPNI)” wide No G.S.R. 540 (E), dated the 27th June 1994, 

to monitor the compliance with the Act under clause (c) of the sub-section (1) of Section 21. (Annex-1) 

I am writing to formally bring to your attention a matter concerning a Continuing Medical Education 

(CME) programme titled “CONFLUENCE 2.0 – Importance of Annual Influenza Vaccination in 

Children”, scheduled on 1st March 2026 at ITC Grand Chola, Chennai, and organized by Abbott India 

Ltd. 

As per the agenda document circulated (copy attached Annex-2), the event is sponsored and 

organized by Abbott India Ltd., with participation of national and international speakers.  

Under the provisions of IMS Act: 

• Section 9(2) of IMS Act states, “No producer, supplier or distributor referred to in sub-

section (1), shall offer or give any contribution or pecuniary benefit to a health worker or 

any association of health workers, including funding of seminar, meeting, conferences, 

educational course, contest, fellowship, research work or sponsorship.” 

Also for your information, Section 20 Penalty of IMS Act says (1) Any person who contravenes the 

provisions of section 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10 or sub-section (2) of 1[section 11 and the rules made under 

section 26 of the Act] shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend to three 

years, or with fine which may extend to five thousand rupees, or with both and Section 23. Offences to 
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be cognizable and bailable. —Notwithstanding anything contained in the Code of Criminal Procedure, 

1973 (2 of 1974), an offence punishable under this Act shall be— (a) bailable; (b) cognizable. 

I respectfully request you to take cognizance and ensure timely action in this matter before the 

event takes place: 

1. Examine the nature of sponsorship, hospitality-hotel payment and payments/honorarium to be 

made to doctors by the company and list of invites. 

 

2. Take appropriate action in case of violation, in accordance with Section 9(2) of the IMS Act. 

 

Kindly acknowledge receipt of this complaint and inform us of any action taken. 

Thanking you, 

Yours Sincerely, 

 
Dr. Nupur Bidla 
Central Coordinator BPNI 
 
Copt to: 

1. Commissioner of Food Safety and Drug Administration 
2. President, Indian Academy of Pediatrics (IAP) 
3. President, National Neonatology Forum (NNF) 
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01st March
2026 8:00 - 9:30 PM ITC Grand Chola,

Chennai

Abbott India Ltd., Floor 16, Godrej BKC, Plot No. C-68, BKC, Near MCA Club, Bandra (E), Mumbai-400051  |  www.abbott.co.in  |  Copyright 2026 Abbott. All rights reserved.

For the use of a Registered Medical Practitioner, Pharmacist or a Hospital or a Laboratory only.

Image used is for representation purpose only

International
Speaker Program

CONFLUENCE 2.0

Topic: Importance of Annual Influenza
Vaccination in Children 

Disclaimer: This CME is organized by Abbott* for facilitating knowledge sharing within the medical fraternity. The CME content is shared for information purposes only and reflects the views of the 
speakers and/or scientific references as cited. It is not intended to represent Abbott’s viewpoint on the matter or to promote Abbott’s products. The CME is fundamentally focused on education, 
scientific exchange and sharing of speakers’ own experiences and practices for academic discussion purposes only. Nothing in this CME should be construed as Abbott giving medical advice or 
making a recommendation, endorsement or sponsorship of any kind. Nor does it seek to replace medical opinion or independent professional judgement to be exercised by participants in their 
clinical practice. While every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the CME information, Abbott is not responsible for any error, omission or consequence arising from the use of this information. 
If there is a reference to any products in the CME please refer to full prescribing information for complete details of such products.

Chairperson/Moderator

Dr. Somu Sivabalan
 Consultant Paediatrician

& Pulmonologist,
Rainbow Children's Hospital,

Chennai

Prof. Dr. R. Kishore Kumar
Chief Consultant Neonatologist,

Founder Chairman & Executive Director,
Cloudnine Hospitals India  

International Speaker

Prof. Terho Heikkinen 
Chief Pediatrician, Dept. of Pediatrics, Turku University, Finland

Indian Speaker

SpeakerTopic Duration
AGENDA

Welcome note and Context Setting 

Impact of Influenza in Children

Importance of Annual Vaccination 
in Children 

Influenza Vaccination in Children: 
Indian perspective

Concluding Remarks and Vote of Thanks 

Abbott Medical 

Chairperson/ Moderator

International Speaker

Indian Speaker

All speakers and 
Abbott Medical

Abbott Medical

2 mins

10 mins

45 mins

15 mins

15 mins

3 mins

Q & A session 

We look forward to your gracious presence
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